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SUBJECT: GOP REQUEST TO EXTRADITE U.S. SOLDIER 
REF: PANAMA 4178 

1 . DEPARTMENT'S LEGAL OFFICE HAS SERIOUS PROBLEMS WITH 
INTERPRETATION OF CANAL ZONE CODE AS STATED IN REFTEL 
PARA 5. IT IS NOT RPT NOT CLEAR THAT "SO LONG AS CUEVAS IS 
UNDER U.S. ARMY CHARGES IN CANAL ZONE, HE MAY NOT BE 
DELIVERED. SECTION 5083, CANAL ZONE SPEAKS OF THE LAWS OF 
THE CANAL ZONE, NOT RPT NOT NOT THE LAWS OF THE U.S. ARMY. 

2. DEPARTMENT'S INTERPRETATION IS THAT IN ORDER FOR 
GOVERNOR OF CANAL ZONE TO INVOKE SECTION 5083, CANAL ZONE, 

NOT RPT NOT MILITARY, AUTHORITIES MUST BE PREPARED TO TRY 
CUEVAS FOR CRIMES COMMITTED IN THE CANAL ZONE. 

3. CANAL ZONE AUTHORITIES CAN NOT RPT NOT TRY CUEVAS FOR 
ATTEMPTED MURDER, THE MOST SERIOUS OFFENSE. IT IS UNCLEAR 
(DEPENDING ON WHERE EVENTS TOOK PLACE) WHETHER CANAL ZONE 
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AUTHORITIES CAN TRY CUEVAS FOR KIDNAPPING, THE SECOND MOST 
SERIOUS OFFENSE. 

4. FYI: OFTEN, IN EXTRADITION CASES, WHERE REQUESTED 
STATE HAS JURISDICTION TO TRY FOR CERTAIN CRIMES A 
DEFENDANT WHOSE EXTRADITION HAS BEEN DEMANDED BY ANOTHER 
STATE, REQUESTED STATE WILL WAIVE RIGHT TO PROSECUTE 
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OFFENDER IF THE OFFENSE COMMITTED IN THE REQUESTING STATE 
IS MORE SERIOUS. END FYI. 

5. REQUEST EMBASSY DISCUSS LEGAL PROBLEMS RAISED HERE 
WITH APPROPRIATE CANAL ZONE AND MILITARY AUTHORITIES. 

6. FYI: UNDER PROPOSED NEW TREATY AND STATUS OF FORCES 
AGREEMENT GOP WOULD HAVE PRIMARY IURISDICTION OVER CASES 
LIKE THIS. THEREFORE. UNDER THIS AGREEMENT U.S. WOULD BE 
OBLIGATED TO TURN OVER U.S. SOLDIER UNLESS GOP WAIVED 
JURISDICTION. END FYI. VANCE 
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